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Business to Business 
Buyer’s Guide 

 

The Home Builders Association of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania 

is a not for profit trade association of professionals 

affiliated with the Pennsylvania Builders Association and 

National Association of Home Builders, and represents the 

builders and businesses related to the building industry. 

Membership is a diverse collection of professionals 

including builders, remodelers, bankers, insurance, HVAC, 

plumbing, utilities, masonry, suppliers, etc. 

This Business to Business Buyer’s Guide offers an 

opportunity for our members to connect. By supporting 

fellow members, you strengthen the HBA of NEPA and 

ensure your association’s future. 

Spring 2024—Volume 2 Number 2 

A quarterly guide published by the HBA of NEPA, located at 
411 Main Street, Kingston, PA 18704. 

Free Digital distribution to all members of the HBA of NEPA and 
available for public download at www.hbaofnepa.org. 

 Editorial and Design Layout: Karen Martin 

 

HBA of NEPA Board of Directors 

John Halbing, President - Summit Pointe Builders 

Don Casterline, Vice President - Retired 

Libby Hackel, Treasurer - FNCB 

Dennis Brislin - Retired 

Dave Balent - Balent Construction 

Bob Crandle - Erie Materials 

Ken Kurtz - Ken Kurtz Builders 

David Lippa - Impresa Modular 

Philip Rozdon - Wilkes-Barre Area CTC 

 
Follow us on Facebook  

 

To advertise in the next quarterly guide, email 
karen@bianepa.org or call 570-287-3331 for ad sizes 

and pricing. Deadline for Summer 2024 ad 
reservations are June 14th and ad submissions by 

June 26th. JPEG or PDF files please. 

The five pillars of NAHB membership — advocacy, expertise, 
knowledge, networking and savings — form the foundation to 

build your future.  

The HBA of NEPA is affiliated 
with the National Association 
of Home Builders (NAHB) and 

the Pennsylvania Builders 
Association (PBA). 

When you become a member 
of your local association, you automatically become a member 
of the NAHB and the PBA with access to all the resources 
available at the national and state levels.  

Have an idea for a story? 

Interested in being in the Member Spotlight? 

Contribute a column to “Let’s Talk About”? 

Share an event that your business supports? 

We’d like to hear from you! 

suggestionbox@bianepa.org 

Members 
Connecting 

with Members 

Members 
Connecting 

with Members 
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84 Lumber 
Building Supplies 
1240 Highway 315, Pittston 18640 
(570) 655-2925  
www.84lumber.com 

 
A & B Sunrooms & Remodel 
Builder/Remodeler 
1235 N. River Street, Ste 211, Plains 18702 
(570) 824-1960  
www.a-bsunroom.com 
 
Assured Partners of NEPA 
Insurance 
1130 Hwy 315, Wilkes-Barre 18702 
(570) 822-1684  
www.assuredpartners.com/wilkes-barre 
 
B&R Homes, LLC 
Modular Homes 
165 Forest Hills Acres, Hazle Twp. 18201 
(570) 926-6255 
www.bandrhomesllc.com 
 

Brakefield Design Build 
Builder 
29 Parsonage Street, Dallas 18612 
(570) 760-8269 
www.brakefielddesignbuild.com 
 

Bruce Fine Construction 
Builder 
57 North Mountain Blvd, Mountaintop 18707 
(570) 362-1185 

 
Carriage Barn 
Remodeler/Renovations 
1494 Fairview Road, Clarks Summit 18411 
(570) 587-5405 
www.carriagebarnbuilders.com 
 

Chasmar Construction 
Builder 
421 Pine Hill Road, Falls 18615 
(570) 205-0636 
 

Community Bank, N.A. 
Banking/Mortgage 
350 Liberty Plaza, Wilkes-Barre Township 18702 
(570) 970-1835  
www.cbna.com 
 

Cornerstone Building Solutions 
Building Materials 
1 Simplex Drive, Scranton 18504 
(570) 983-0340  
www.cornerstonebuildingsolutions.com 
 

Dave Ferrey Construction 
Builder 
21 Bear Swamp Road, Shickshinny 18655 
(570) 256-3278 
www.daveferreyhomes.com 
 

Dave Balent Construction 
Builder 
304 Grant Street, Exeter 18637 
(570) 654-0937 
www.balentconstruction.com 

Lunch Atop a Skyscraper 
is a real photograph taken on September 20, 1932, of eleven iron-

workers sitting on a steel beam 850 feet (260 meters) above the 

ground during construction of the RCA Building in Manhattan, New 

York City. It was arranged as a publicity stunt, part of a campaign 

promoting the skyscraper. The photograph was first published in 

October 1932 during the construction of Rockefeller Center.  

The image is often misattributed to Lewis Hine, but the identity of 

the actual photographer remains unknown. Evidence emerged in-

dicating it may have been taken by Charles C. Ebbets, but it was 

later found that other photographers had been present at the shoot 

as well. Many claims have been made regarding the identities of 

the men in the image, though only a few have been definitively 

identified. Ken Johnston, manager of the historic collections of  

Corbis, called the image "a piece of American history." 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Publicity_stunt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction_of_Rockefeller_Center
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Florey Homes 
Builder 
1170 Winola Road, Clarks Summit 18411 
(570) 587-5959 
www.floreyhomes.com 
 
FNCB Bank 
Banking/Mortgage 
100 S. Blakely Street, Dunmore 18512 
(877) 879-3622 
www.fncb.com 
 

Franchelli Enterprises 
Excavation 
78 Second Street, Wilkes-Barre 18702 
(570) 829-5385 
www.franchelli.com 
 

George M. Morio Builder 
Builder 
34 Paul Revere Drive, Hanover Twp. 18706 
(570) 760-8223 
www.moriohomes.com 

 

David Tredinnick Construction 
Builder 
1407 Slocum Road, Wapwallopen 18660 
(570) 262-3659 
 

DeAngelo Construction 
Builder 
51 New Frederick Street, Wilkes-Barre 18702 
(570) 675-9043 
www.deangeloconstruction.com 
 

Erie Materials 
Building Materials 
700 N. South Road, Scranton 18504 
(800) 789-3743 
www.eriematerials.com 
 

Fine Line Homes 
Builder 
596 Susquehanna Blvd, Hazle Twp 18202 
(570) 455-3324 
www.finelinehomes.com 
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Building Dreams Since 1972 Building Dreams Since 1972 

570-836-9755 

119 Modular Lane - Tunkhannock 

kmhi.com 
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WHO MAKES THE BEST TOOLS 2024: 
BRANDS FOR PRO TRADESMEN AND 
MORE! 

by Kenny Koehler 
 
We’ve been surveying our audience to see who makes the best tools. 
The answer is, of course, is it depends. The best stud finder is likely 
made by a different brand than the best cordless drill. You can break 
it down into trades, tool classes, power sources and so much more. 
Despite the complexity, we wanted to know what the general percep-
tions are out there. So, here’s how our audience answers the question, 
“Who Makes the Best Tools?” 

If you think these results are highly subjective, you’re right. There were 
folks that offered some suspect votes and there’s clearly brand loyal-
ty as well. So, take it with a grain of salt, but it was a lot of fun for us 
to see what you guys and gals think! 

Before we jumped in, we gathered a few interesting statistics as we 
analyzed the data. For starters, the following brands had at least one 
vote in every category: 

• DeWalt 
• Milwaukee 
• Makita 
 
There was a total of 75 different brands that received at least one vote. 

33 brands received just one vote in one category. 

Best Hand Tools was the category with the highest number of brands represented (29). 

Milwaukee had the highest percentage of all votes cast across all categories (26.6%). DeWalt was the next closest at 10.8%. 

WHO IS THE BEST TOOL BRAND OVERALL? Milwaukee Tool 
There were no surprises in the category for best tools overall, with the Big 3 
brands taking the top three spots. Milwaukee finished with a dominating lead over 
every other brand, earning 41% of the vote. DeWalt was a distant second at 21% 
with Makita trailing farther behind at 9%. Here are how the votes in the comments 
shook out: 

Festool (6), Klein (5), Flex (4), Metabo HPT (4), Knipex (3), Bosch (2), Ryobi (2), 
Gearwrench (1), Grizzly (1), Hilti (1), Metabo (1), Skil (1), Snap-On (1) 

Note: the number in parenthesis is the total number of votes for that brand. 

Shop Milwaukee Tools 

WHO MAKES THE BEST CORDLESS POWER TOOLS? Milwaukee Tool 
Asking specifically about cordless tools, Milwaukee once again took home the top 
position with 46% of the votes cast. DeWalt lost a little ground from the previous 
category with 19% of the vote, while Makita gained some ground at 14%. Flex also 
made an appearance, earning 7% of the total votes. Here’s how the rest stacked up: 

Statistically, we weren’t surprised to see Milwaukee have a dominant lead as the 
best cordless tool brand after the results of the first category. Nor were we sur-
prised that DeWalt, Makita, and Milwaukee continued to hold the top three spots.  

Continued on Page 7 

https://www.protoolreviews.com/author/ken/
https://www.protoolreviews.com/best-stud-finder/
https://www.protoolreviews.com/best-cordless-drill-reviews/
https://acmetools.pxf.io/c/2242671/817692/11565?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acmetools.com%2Fmilwaukee-tools.html
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WHO MAKES THE BEST TOOLS 2024: BRANDS FOR PRO TRADESMEN AND MORE! 

Continued from Page 6 

A lot of it has a lot to do with the incredible breadth of cordless tools each brand offers. One thing that set Milwaukee apart 
from the other two is its focus on trade-specific tools in mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP). You’ll find Milwaukee 
tools designed to provide a solution that its closest competitors don’t offer. However, note that Flex is gaining momentum. 
Based on our testing, they make quality Pro-focused cordless tools. Plus, that lifetime warranty adds a ton of value if you’re 
looking to jump into a new system.hop Milwaukee Tools 

WHO MAKES THE BEST PNEUMATIC TOOLS? Ingersoll Rand 
Turning to air power, Ingersoll Rand takes home the prize with 23% of the votes to 
earn the best pneumatic tools title. Metabo HPT (formerly Hitachi) earned 19% of 
the votes and DeWalt pulled in 9%. As for the rest of the field, it’s spread out. 
Bostitch (4), Ridgid (4), Harbor Freight (3), Snap-On (3), Paslode (2), Porter Cable (2), 
Senco (2), 3M (1), Astro (1), Chicago Pneumatic (1), Desoutter (1), Everwin (1), Fes-
tool. (1), Hilti (1) Makita (1), Matco (1), Milwaukee (1), Nuair (1) 

Ingersoll Rand is no surprise in the lead for pneumatics with an outstanding range of 
automotive and metalworking air tools. Metabo HPT is clearly still doing well after 
the rebranding from Hitachi and its well-deserved reputation for quality nailers. 

This is always an interesting category to analyze once the results are in because of how many different brands compete in the 
space. Not only that, but there are so many different areas of focus considering mechanics, fabricators, and contractors 
among others. That said, there are few suspect votes here and we’ll leave you to chew on the validity of some of them. Inger-
soll Rand Tools 

WHO MAKES THE BEST HAND TOOLS? Knipex 
The general hand tool category is huge and includes every single trade. Knipex took 
the win, pulling in 20% of the votes. Milwaukee performed well with 14% of the votes 
while Klein was right on its heels at 13%. Snap-On and Wera each picked up 5%. 
From there, we had a heck of a lot of other brands represented. 

Craftsman (4), Gearwrench (4), Proto (4), Mac Tools (3), Crescent (2), Channellock 
(2), Irwin (2), Stanley (2), Stiletto (2), Tekton (2), DeWalt (1), Estwing (1), Facom (1), 
Festool (1), Goodyear (1), Hazet (1), Husky (1), Lee Valley (1), Makita (1), SK Hand 
Tools (1), Stahlwille (1), Wiha (1) 

This year’s vote was quite a bit closer than last year’s. We know Knipex makes great 
hand tools and Klein did well as we expected with its massive popularity among 

 

WHO MAKES THE BEST CONCRETE TOOLS? Bosch 
The concrete industry is massive and this year, Bosch came away with the highest 
percentage of votes, earning a solid 25% of them. Milwaukee came in second with 
20% and Hilti was right behind at 19%. DeWalt and Marshalltown each had a re-
spectable showing at 8%. Here’s what the rest of the votes looked like: 

Makita (4), Kraft (2), Festool (1), Anvil (1), Goldblatt (1), Hercules (1), Level 5 (1), 
Skil (1), Stihl (1), Sutton (1), USG (1) 

Bosch makes some excellent concrete tools, competing well in the rotary hammer 
space. We really like their dust extractors, too. However, it was a bit of a surprise to 
Milwaukee edge out Hilti this year, especially considering Milwaukee earned just 
one vote in the best concrete tools category last year. Still, when it comes to con-
crete and masonry, these are three powerhouse brands. 

Continued on Page 14 

https://acmetools.pxf.io/c/2242671/817692/11565?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acmetools.com%2Fmilwaukee-tools.html
https://www.protoolreviews.com/manufacturer/ingersoll-rand/
https://www.protoolreviews.com/hitachi-power-tools-become-metabo-hpt/
https://acmetools.pxf.io/c/2242671/817692/11565?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acmetools.com%2Fingersoll-rand%2Fall%2F
https://acmetools.pxf.io/c/2242671/817692/11565?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acmetools.com%2Fingersoll-rand%2Fall%2F
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Gilroy Construction 
Roofing 
575 Shawnee Street, Hanover Twp. 18706 
(570) 605-4256 
www.gilroyroofers.com 
 

Hadley Construction 
Builder 
31 Webster Street, Pittston 18640 
(570) 655-1781 
www.hadleyconstructioninc.com 
 

Hallmark Homes 
Builder 
95 S. Main Street, Mountaintop 18707 
(570) 474-2025 
www.hallmarkhomespa.com 
 

Heritage Homes Ltd. 
Builder 
2796 Rt 6, Scranton/Carbondale Hwy, Blakely 18447 
(570) 383-2981 
www.heritagehomesltd.com 
 

Impresa Modular 
Modular Construction 
1109 Twin Stacks Drive, Dallas 18612 
(607) 342-0424 
www.impresamodular.com 
 

Invisible Fencing of NEPA 
Canine Security 
140 North Main Street, Mountaintop 18707 
(570) 825-6996 
www.northeastpa.invisiblefence.com 
 

J.A. & W.A. Hess, Inc. 
Concrete Contractor 
10 Hess Road, Hazle Township 18202 
(570) 455-5891 
www.jawahessinc.com 
 

Ken Kurtz Builders 
Builder 
251 Arnolds Road, Jermyn 18433 
(570) 499-3022 
www.kenkurtzbuilders.com 
 

Approved for the 
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Member  

 Spotlight  

Building a new home can be very overwhelming with all the 
many details involved. Financing, floorplans, finishes, options 
and the list goes on! 

With the Kintner Team as your partner, you won’t have to 

navigate through the whirlwind of activity alone. They will 

provide support, answer questions, and keep you informed 

throughout your new home construction journey.  

The team specializes in scattered lot building, working with 

customers already owning land but needing assistance to 

build their dream home. The Kintner Team takes care of all 

aspects, streamlining the entire process with a transparent 

pricing policy and zero hidden charges. 

Site coordinators assess the land, ensuring perfect placement 

within the plot considering factors like spacing and distance 

from the road. The sales professionals formulate an effective 

plan while adhering to a strict project schedule, they’ll also 

help the customer secure prequalification from the bank.  

Kintner Modular Homes employs an extensive network of 

It Takes a Team to Build a Dream! trusted, seasoned professionals, such as masons, 

electricians and excavators, many who have been on the 

team for decades. The in-house team includes experts who 

have mastered multiple tasks delivering a customized home 

to meet your needs and dreams. With extensive 

customization options available, from decks, porches, 

garages, a new home buyer can explore. 

Kintner Modular Homes is also recognized for its 

experience in reconstructing homes affected by disasters 

like flooding or fires and this is evident by the vast portfolio 

of satisfied customers. 

Kintner’s reputation speaks for itself as it continues to grow 

through word-of-mouth advertising which stands as a 

testament to the confidence and trust clients have in the 

Kintner Team.  

We’ll let the last words come from a happy customer: 

 

“We have about eight model homes currently on 

site, and we showcase them to clients so we can 

understand what they are looking for and incor-

porate everything they need.” 

Lane Ceccarelli, VP of Operations 

570-836-9755 
119 Modular Lane - Tunkhannock 

kmhi.com 

Building Dreams Since 1972 

“Our sincere thanks to every member of Kintner Modular 

Homes (office, warehouse, site crews and outside vendors)! 

What a team of hardworking individuals! Building a home 

can be challenging, especially from a long distance as we 

were, but everyone at Kintner did their part to keep us up-

to-date, and as promised, had our beautiful new home 

ready for us in a timely manner! All done with kindness!! 

Thank you for making our dream come true! Best decision 

we made! We are forever grateful” 

– With Love & Blessings, Ann Marie & Dennis Ubertini  
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MGM General Contracting 
Landscaping/Grading 
207 York Avenue, West Pittston 18643 
(570) 881-3643 
 

Nick Kochis Construction 
Builder 
430 Yedinak Lane, Madison Twp 18777 
(570) 499-4593 
www.facebook.com/nickkochisconstruction 
 

Perih Group, LLC 
Builder 
190 Scranton/Pocono Hwy, Covington Twp 18444 
(570) 961-0586 
www.perih.com 
 

Prezkop Builders, LLC 
Builder 
1092 West Main Street, Nanticoke 18634 
(570) 417-5360 
www.prezkopbuilders.com 

Keystone Control Corporation 
Mechanical Services 
700 Oak Street, Pittston 18640 
(570) 655-2944 
 

Kintner Modular Homes 
Builder 
119 Modular Lane, Tunkhannock, 18657 
(570) 996-8267 
www.kmhi.com 
 

Knuth Refrigeration & Air Conditioning 
Refrigeration & A/C Contractor 
615 Gibbons Street, Scranton 18505 
(570) 343-3443 
www.knuthrefrigeration.com 
 

Kresge Masonry & Excavating 
Masonry Design & Excavating 
20 Bearpaw Lane, Olyphant 18447 
(570) 585-8645 
www.kresgeinc.com 
 

Low-e Northeast Distribution Center 
Insulation 
23-2 Baker Drive, Factoryville 184a9 
(570) 821-5693 
www.low-e-ne.com 

Click here to learn more 

https://user-paekt4p.cld.bz/INSIGHTS-Magazine-WINTER-2022
https://user-paekt4p.cld.bz/INSIGHTS-Magazine-Summer-2023


 

Spring 2024     HBA of NEPA Business to Business Buyer’s Guide        Page 11 

 

Richard Green General Contracting 
Builder 
20450 State Road 267, Friendsville 18818 
(570) 553-2443 
www.richardgreengeneralcontracting.com 
 

Rome Bath Remodeling & One Week Kitchens 
Builder 
934 Wyoming Avenue, Forty Fort 18704 
(800) 755-7663 
www.romebathremodeling.com 

Rossi Rooter 
Plumbing 
2040 Cedar Avenue, Scranton 18505 
(570) 347-8043 
www.rossirooter.com 

Scranton Electric Heating & Cooling Services 
HVAC Contractor 
800 Sanderson Street, Throop 18512 
(570) 343-6370 
www.sehcs.com 

Sean Byrne Construction 
Commercial Builder 
349 Rear North Main Street, Dickson City 18519 
(570) 963-9193 
www.seanbyrneconstruction.com 
 

Shawnee Restoration 
Masonry Restoration/Waterproofing 
7 Rose Avenue, Plains 18705 
(570) 823-2237 
 

SJY Construction 
Builder 
584 Cigarski Road, Shavertown 18708 
(570) 472-1489 
www.sjyconstruction.com 
 

Somerville Construction, Inc. 
Builder 
28 Slocum Street, Forty Fort 18704 
(570) 288-3621 
www.somervilleconstservicesinc.com 
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1923 - Edmond Michel 
invests the electric 
handsaw 

1924 - Joseph Sullivan 
joins Michel to make 
improvements and starts 
“the Michel Electric 
Handsaw Company 

Originally called the “Skilsaw” 

1926 - Michel leaves company which is renamed “SKILSAW 
Incorporated”. 

1928 - Art Emmons invents the first sidewinder circular saw 
for Porter-Cable. 

1928 - Skilsaw produces Model E as diecast aluminum to make 
the saws lighter and stronger. 

1937 - First Skilsaw Model  77 Circular saw hits the market - a 
classic design that built the foundation of today’s Skilsaw 
Model 77 circular saw. 

UGI Save Smart can help you take your savings and in-home comfort to the next level. There’s much more to 

improving the energy efficiency of your home than just high-performing HVAC and water heating equipment. 

A Home Energy Evaluation can help to identify areas to improve the energy performance of your home. 

You’ll receive gas-saving recommendations that are simple and affordable like air sealing and insulation.  

To Learn More About UGI Save Smart click here 

1985 - Patent granted to 
Panasonic Electric Works for a 
battery-powered cicular ssaw 

2009 - U.S. Patent Office grants 
Milwaukee Electric Tool Company 
a patent for lithium based battery packs. 

Now, nearly every major tool brand has both corded and 
cordless “Skilsaws” and lithium-ion battery technology is 
allowing cordless models to outperform corded. 

Who Invented the Circular Saw 

https://ugisavesmart.com/energyupgrades-2-3/
https://ugisavesmart.com/energyupgrades-2-3/
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Summit Pointe Builders 
Builder 
3579 Memorial Hwy #2, Dallas 18612 
(570) 675-7900 
www.summitpointebuilders.com 
 

Superior Walls 
By Advanced Concrete Systems, Inc 
Concrete Contractor 
55 Advanced Lane, Middleburg 17842 
(570) 837-3955 
www.yourbasement.com 
 

Tarrant Construction Company 
Builder 
485 South Main Rd. Mountaintop 18707 
(570) 868-8772 
www.tarrantconstruction.com 
 

TIMZ Construction 
Builder 
5118 Owego Turnpike, Kingsley 18826 
(570) 222-9310 
 

Top Value Kitchens 
Kitchens 
17 East Center Street, Shavertown 18708 
(570) 675-7083 
www.topvaluekitchens.com 
 

Troell Construction 
Builder 
66 Woodland Avenue, Mountaintop 18707 
(570) 332-1453 
 

Vinecrest Builders 
Builder 
284 West Lake Valley Dr. Hazleton 18202 
(570) 384-0372 
www.vinecrestbuilders.com 
 

Wayne Bank - Holly DiLeo 
Mortgage Loan Officer 
5165 Milford Road, E. Stroudsburg, 18302 
(570) 507-0423 
holly.dileo@waynebank.com 

 

Window World of Wyoming Valley 
Home Improvement 
308 Lincoln Street, Duryea 18642 
(570) 471-3262 
www.windowworldwilkesbarre.com 
 

Woody’s Fireplace 
Fireplace Retail Dealership 
130 Narrows Road, Rt 11, Larksville 18704 
(570) 283-2534 
www.woodysfireplace.com 

Paving the Way to Career Success 

350 Jumper Road - Wilkes-Barre 

570-822-4131 

www.wbactc.org 
Carpentry - HVAC - Electrical - Masonry - Plumbing 

Adult Evening Classes & Child Care Available 

NEW MEMBER! 
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Continued on Page 15 

WHO MAKES THE BEST TOOLS FOR ELECTRICIANS?  Klein Tools 
Looking specifically at tools designed for electricians, Klein put a big gap on 
the field with 54% of the votes. Milwaukee was solidly in second with 24% 
while Knipex made a good showing with 8%. 

DeWalt (3), Greenlee (2), Makita (2), Wiha (2), Festool (1), Flex (1), Fluke (1), 
Hilti (1), 

We don’t think anyone who knows the electrical industry will be shocked to 
see Klein at the top of this vote. After all, they’ve been making electrical tools 
since 1857. Milwaukee is clearly gaining ground with an impressive range of 
cordless electrical tools such as its compact cordless threader and dieless 
crimper to go with its range of other cordless hydraulic and hand tools. With 
Knipex being solid in the hand tools category, it’s no surprise to see them with 
a relevant presence in the electrical trade. 

What’s interesting is that these are the same three brands in the same order as last year’s results. The percentages are a 
bit different, but the ranking is unchanged. 
Shop Klein Tools 

WHO MAKES THE BEST TOOLS FOR PLUMBERS? Milwaukee Tool 

Two plumbing powerhouse brands dominated the voting for the best plumb-
ing tools this year: Milwaukee and Ridgid. Milwaukee took the win with 41% 
of the vote. Ridgid wasn’t too far behind, earning 38%. DeWalt was a distant 
third with 6% of the votes. 

Makita (3), Klein (2), Lenox (2), Bosch (1), Festool (1), Flex (1), Harbor Freight 
(1), Hilti (1), Jet (1), 

With such a dominant performance, it’s pretty clear that Milwaukee and 
Ridgid enjoy the highest reputation in the plumbing industry. Milwaukee’s 
presence is primarily due to cordless tools with PEX expanders, cordless 
threaders, plus an increasing range of hand tools and outstanding core tools 
to cover your needs across the board. Ridgid, of course, is well-known for its 
plumbing hand tools along with chain vices and many of the heavy-duty pipe 

threaders, chain vises, inspection systems, and other rugged tools plumbers depend on.il 

WHO MAKES THE BEST MECHANICS TOOLS? Snap-On 

Things were a bit heated in the best mechanics tools poll with Snap-On 
taking the win with 31% of the votes. Milwaukee put some pressure on 
with a solid second-place effort that earned them 27%—a huge jump from 
last year. Gearwrench rounded out the top three spots with 10%. 

DeWalt (5), Mac Tools (5), Craftsman (3), Proto (3), Bosch (2), Hazet (2), 
Makita (2), Tekton (2), Carlyle (1), Flex (1), Ko-ken (1), Sidechrome (1) 

Snap-On enjoys a positive reputation as the most popular tool truck brand, 
making its stops at shops around the country. Being number one makes 
you a target, and Snap-On is clearly feeling the heat from Milwaukee. Mil-
waukee’s bigger push into the automotive industry is clearly showing, con-

sidering last year, it earned about 1% of the votes. Gearwrench made a nice improvement as well, moving into the top three 
for the first time with its excellent line of hand tools that are priced well under the tool truck brands.Shop Snap-On 
Tools 

WHO MAKES THE BEST TOOLS 2024: BRANDS FOR PRO TRADESMEN AND MORE! 

Continued from Page 9 
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WHO MAKES THE BEST WOODWORKING TOOLS? Festool 
Exactly zero of us at Pro Tool Reviews thought that Festool would be anywhere but the 
top in the best woodworking tools category. That’s where it finished with 26% of the 
votes. However, the Big 3 are pushing further into the space. DeWalt earned 19% while 
Makita and Milwaukee each took 12%. Lurking a little way behind, Bosch held onto 6% 
of the votes. 

Ridgid (3), Stanley (3), Fein (2), Flex (2), Kreg (2), Powermatic (2), Delta (1), Felder (1), 
Freud (1), Grizzly (1), Jet (1), Lie Nielsen (1), Metabo HPT (1), Ryobi (1), Skil (1), Wood-
pecker (1) 

If price is no object, Festool is what most serious woodworkers want to use. From the 
fantastic ergonomics of its sanders to the legendary Kapex miter saw, innova-
tive Domino, and purpose-built CT dust extractors, it’s a brand hyper-focused on high 

quality. If your budget isn’t that high, look to the Big 3 for quality options, including many cordless woodworking tools. Don’t 
discount Bosch, though. Its woodworking line is solid, with some of the best miter saws and best wood routers in the game. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

It’s no surprise to see the top Pro brands voted on frequently. And while this isn’t an objective test to quantify who makes the 
best tools, it certainly gives us a great idea of what the perception in the market is. 
As you can understand, even within the Pro Tool Reviews office there’s plenty of dissension in the ranks. Each of our Pros in 
their various trades has their favorite and go-to tools that they’d never leave behind. And their answers to these questions are 
just as varied as yours. 
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MANAGING EDITOR 

Kenny holds a B.S. in Biology and a minor in chemistry. While that might not sound like 
a direct line into the power tool industry, his analytical and scientific mindset help him 
design repeatable testing methods for Pro Tool Reviews’ head-to-head testing and offer 
highly objective comparisons in his reviews. 

Kenny’s life around power tools started early. His grandfather was an airplane mechan-
ic in WW2 and took up woodworking as a hobby after retiring from the power industry. 
Building everything from bookshelves to lazy Susans, he became extremely accom-
plished while his young grandson observed, fascinated at the way raw wood could turn 
into something both beautiful and functional. In fact, Kenny still uses several pieces 
that his grandfather made more than 30 years ago. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR   Kenny Koehler 

Original article is available here :https://www.protoolreviews.com/who-makes-the-best-tools/ 

Copyrighted by Pro Tool Reviews, LLC.  
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